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or incense burners found in the Pontic area. The shape of the arulae of
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represented by a pantheon governed by a Magna Mater. The male deities
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playing rather the part of a drone in a hive, by the almighty queen. One of
these male deities, perhaps the most prominent one, was the one that the
Greeks would name Zeus the Cretan (Velchanos, by his autochthonous
name), whose worship has left important traces in Crete, the cradle of the
Minoan civilization. Far from being the thunderous Zeus of the Greeks,
Velchanos was represented as a fragile adolescent, seated between the
branches of a willow and holding a cock in his hand, image a long while
maintained on the coins. The intention of our paper is to highlight the
characteristics of this deity, the simbolistics of the objects which define
him and the domain he was patronizing, as well as the way Velchanos
becomes Vulcan, the patron of fire and thus of handicrafts, once he
penetrates the Roman pantheon.
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Besides Constantine the Great, the only other Byzantine emperor to be
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political discourse as well. Outlining the origin, evolution and diffusion
of the sanctioned cult of John IlI as a saint-emperor, this paper suggests
that the figure of St. Vatatzes has played an important role in shaping
modern Greek identity, and aims to initiate further research on the topic
so that the extraordinary endurance of his legacy will be better
understood.
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various forms of genealogical representations in order to demonstrate
their political status or ambition. It is striking that in all of them, ranging
from the diverse lineages, painted genealogies, written monastic and lay
genealogies, the rulers were unavoidably depicted as the heirs to the first
dynastic saints. In the first three cases they are descended from Saint
Simeon, either in company or without his son Saint Sava, whereas in the
latter they are the successors of the holy Emperor Constantine the Great.
Hence, genealogies embody the medieval epistemology of origins,
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The importance of diplomatic exchanges between the Byzantine Empire
and the neighbouring states for a better knowledge of Balkan history has
been frequently shown by scholars. In this case we study the embassy sent
by Andronic Il at Skopje at the court of Stephen Uro$ III Decanski. About
it we have the account of Nicephore Gregoras. The cause and the intentions
involved are explained in this text. On the same occasion, the Byzantine
historian provides an eloquent description of the aspect and way of living
of the local populations he met during his journey. Among them, a careful
analysis recognizes the Vlachs.
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During the half century between the Second Siege of Vienna in 1683 and
the peace treaty of Belgrade in 1739, the Habsburg Empire reached its
largest ever territorial expansion. The border with the Turkish “arch-



enemy”, as Habsburg propaganda had it, thus shifted dramatically from
the Vienna city walls to the central Balkans peninsula and, respectively,
the Lower Danube. These territorial movements were accompanied by
intense cartographic campaigns which scholars have recognised as
forming decisive stages towards the emancipation of cartography as
discipline in this part of Europe. This paper addresses the specific
features in the evolution of cartography against the background of the
Ottoman Expansion in Europe in a longue durée perspective with
selected characteristic examples starting from the 15" century. The
visualisation of borders between the Ottoman and the Hungarian resp.
Habsburg realms are discussed as well as the propagandistic function of
the early modern maps.
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The object of this article is an anonymous Italo-Spanish pamphlet printed
in Venice in 1687: Breve compendio di notabili vaticinii che famosi
autori fecero contro il superbo Imperio, € Casa Ottomana. It is an
occasional text in the service of the Holy League created in 1684, and it
comprises various prophecies on the decadence of the Ottoman Empire,
which was expected to end in 1690. It praises the Venetian Republic and
the Emperor Leopold, and reserves an important place for the
interpretation of the verses of a 16" century Portuguese poet, Gongalo
Anes Bandarra, who was considered as a prophet in his time. This article
gives an edition of the Italian text, and examines its sources and its
political ideology.
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Les documents présentés ici concernent deux aspects de la personnalité
intellectuelle de ce prince phanariote et, ensemble, ils relévent des
multiples relations qu’il entretenait avec I’Occident. Le premier cas
apporte un éclairage neuf et précieux sur la culture du personnage: étant
contraint de vivre en Transylvanie en 1716-1718, en tant que prisonnier
politique, il recueillit des inscriptions latines de I’ancienne Apulum (Alba
lulia), dont les copies sont préservées a Amsterdam, ou il les avait



communiquées a Jean Le Clerc, un grand nom de la philologie classique.
Ce méme ami fut I’intermédiaire de la correspondance de Maurocordato
avec William Wake, archevéque de Cantorbéry, auquel il fit parvenir de
Bucarest en 1724 deux manuscrits byzantins qui sont & présent conservés
a Oxford (Christ Church College).
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The Greek and Romanian manuscripts kept in the in Romanian archives
include important pieces of Phanariot poetry. This article offers a general
account of this understudied social and literary phenomenon and a
comprehensive list of manuscripts containing Phanariot poetry to be
found in Romania or originating from Romania.
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This paper aims to present two Armenian Amulets from the Romanian
collections as a continuation of the previous article. Both of them are
being studied for the first time (Dud. Ms. n. 4 and Acad. Lib. Or. Ms. n.
407). Ms. Or. n. 407 of the Academy Library of Bucharest is in scroll.
The Amulet has lost the pieces at the beginning and at the end. However,
the paleography and iconography of the illustrations allowed us to
indicate the Amulet in scroll back to the 18th century. The next Amulet
(Dud. Ms. n. 4) is in the form of book, which is among the prayers of
different saints, contains also the prayer of St. Cyprian. According to
colophon the manuscript was written in 1762 in Jerusalem.
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Noting the unprecedented representation of the Sufferings of the Forty
Martyrs of Sebaste in the naos of the old metropolitan church of Suceava,
in a place that was generally dedicated to the holy emperors Constantine
and Helena, accompanied by holy martyrs, the present article aims to
explain the painters’ decision to change the almost canonical
iconographic syntax of the western wall of the naos, as elaborated in the
Moldavian mural painting of the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries. The
Martyrdom of the Forty and its message in the reconfigured iconography
of the naos of the metropolitan church are compared to -earlier
representations of the same topic in monumental programs of the Balkan
and Byzantine region. Finally, the research addresses the literary tradition
related to the Forty Martyrs — an essential component of their cult —,
which proved to have played an important role in the reception of the
image in the sixteenth century mural painting of Saint George church in
Suceava.
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Saint John Chrysostom is represented in woodcuts which decorate the
Gospels or other Romanian religious books printed in Moldovia,
Wallachia and Transylvania during the 17th-19th centuries. He is
rendered alone or together with saints Basil the Great and Gregory of
Nazians or by the side of Basil the Great, Gregory and Jacob, Lord’s
brother. He wears bishop’s garments and his head is usually uncovered.
His appearance and bearing recall old prototypes such as the one
executed in mosaic in the Church of Saint Sophia from Constantinople
(the end of the 9" century or the 10th century). Sometimes, the Romanian
xylographers use the Ukrainian illustrations as models.
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A coté des églises Fundeni et Sf. Gheorghe, I’église Subesti est un des
monuments historiques de référence de la ville de Campulung-Muscel,
qui garde de nos jours encore I’empreinte de la cité médiévale. Le saint
lieu a connu deux phases principales (1551-2 et 1779), phases attestées
par les deux inscriptions votives conservées jusqu’a ce jour. Dans la
premiére partie de I’étude est présenté le lapidarium de I’église, qui
compte 75 pieces et le corpus épigraphique afférent, qui vient d’étre
publié intégralement par le soussigné dans Revista Monumentelor
Istorice. Le caractére extrémement sommaire des informations
concernant I’histoire ancienne de I’église, provenues principalement des
deux inscriptions votives, a déterminé I’apparition, dans les études de
spécialité consacrées a ce sujet, d’une reconstruction hypothétique et
arbitraire, selon laquelle I’église Subesti aurait été la fondation et 1’église
de la corporation des pelletiers (subari), hypothétiquement concentrés
dans le faubourg environnant, d’ou proviendrait aussi le nom de Subesti.
Dans la présente étude, nous nous proposons de rétablir la vérité
historique, en nous appuyant sur des documents d’archive, pour mettre en
lumiére la source réelle du nom de 1’église Subesti, qui vient de la famille
des prétres Subescu, et en méme temps I’appartenance des fondateurs
connus non pas a la corporation des pelletiers, mais a I’élite de la ville
(les familles Bratianu, Negulici, Chilisoiu, Merisanu, Trandafirescu, etc).
A la fin, il est démontré que I’inscription qui atteste une réfection datant
du milieu duXVlle siecle appartenait a une autre église de Campulung et
non a 1’église Subesti, comme 1’affirmaient jusqu’a présent les études de
spécialité.
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The article examines one of the first Romanian journals for hygienic and
sanitary popularisation, Calauza sanitara si igienica (Bucharest, 1899-
1907), in the frame of the constitution of the Romanian health market and
of the medicalization process of the Romanian society in the 19th century
and early 20th century. The author proves that the medicalization of the



Romanian society, unlike the medical market, aimed primarily at rural
areas, as well as at the poor population of the Romanian under-urbanized
towns.
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Based on various archival sources, this paper looks at how the production
of borders and its negative effects on the fishermen community of
Vylkove (Vélcov) were instrumentalized by different agents interested in
strengthening their position in the Danube Delta in the post-Crimean War
context. Following the Paris Peace Treaty (30 March 1856) and an
additional agreement in 1857, borders changed in the area of the
Maritime Danube, and the burgh of Vylkove became part of Moldavia. It
was thus doubly disconnected from its fishing grounds (taken over by the
Ottomans), and from its main markets — Bessarabia and the Ukrainian
provinces of the Russian Empire. As the economic condition of the
community worsened, the Moldavian authorities tried to support its new
subjects and turned their situation into a question of Prince Cuza’s
relations with the Sublime Porte. The European Powers accepted to
analyze these issues in the European Commission of the Danube, an
international organization that aimed to clarify its own attributions in the
Lower Danubian area.
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Grigore Tocilescu, professor of Ancient History of University of
Bucharest, organized a student trip to Greece in 1901. This travel took
place in the context of re-established Greek-Romanian diplomatic
relations. Around 300 people — students, professors, doctors, journalists,
lawyers — visited the most important archaeological sites and museums in
Athens and Greece, including Acropolis and Olympia. The Greek and
Romanian press covered the student visit to Athens.
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